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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 DOMINICAN: REPUBLIC 3,000 people were evacuated. 19 provinces under alert for floods. 

 HAITI: 16 deaths and 7,600 evacuated due to rains.  People affected by earthquake are most vulnerable. 

 COLOMBIA: The first cold wave of 2012 has affected 104,360 people. 
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RAINS - FLOODS 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: Currently, 11 

provinces are under yellow alert, and eight are 

under green alert for floods. During the weekend 

some 614 houses were flooded in the province of 

Santiago. Some 3,000 people evacuated to 

homes of relatives in search of shelter.  The 

Emergency Operations Center is monitoring the 

situation and coordinating with first response 

institutions. 

Source: Emergency Operations Center. 

 

HAITI: At least 16 people were killed and some 

7,600 were evacuated due to the strong rains in 

Haiti in the last week.  The majority of the 

evacuated were also victims of the 2010 

earthquake and living in flimsy tents.  Some 

1,600 people are in highly vulnerable situations 

and received tarps for shelter.  The South West 

departments are the most affected, mainly 

Nippes, Grand ÖAnse and the West region. The 

lack of sewer and drainage systems turn Haitian 

neighborhoods in lagoons every time it rains, 

especially in this period of persistent rains, 

floods can reach 2-3 meters in height. 

OCHA estimates that some 65,000 people living 

in refugee camps are in risk of floods in this 

rainy season. 

Source: OCHA 

 

 

Last week, some 7,600 people were evacuated due to the 

rains in Haiti. More than half of these families were victims 

of the January 2010 earthquake. In March 2012 OCHA 

warned that at least 65,000 people that were still living in 

camps could be affected by the rainy season in Haití. 

©UNIVISIÓN –Getty Images. 

 

COLOMBIA: As of 04 May, the first winter 

season (which started on 15 March) has caused 

45 deaths and affected 104,367 people. More 

than 310 houses were destroyed and close to 

16,700 were affected. This first rainy season 

caused emergencies in 384 municipalities in 28 

departments; Casanare, Amazonas, Valle del 
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Cauca, Nariño, Boyacá, Putumayo and Huila are 

the most affected. The Colombian government 

has mobilized some US$12.2 million for 

emergency response. Authorities maintain a red 

alert due to the high levels of Amazonas River 

and an orange alert for the Cauca and 

Magdalena rivers. There is also a red alert for 

landslides in unstable areas in the Andean and 

Orinoquia regions. UN agencies are collaborating 

with authorities to strengthen prevention 

capacity and respond to the disasters in the 

country. The National Risk and Disaster 

Management System approved a law in the end 

of April, which enables an articulated and 

organized risk reduction policy; it also 

encourages local responsibility in decision-

making to identify areas where extreme climate 

events and natural disasters may cause 

emergency situations. 

Source: Government of Colombia. 

 

PERU: Rains since last November has left some 

267,391 homeless and affected about 521,123 

people (as of 03 May).  Authorities have 

delivered some 1,140 MT of humanitarian aid 

(food, blankets, temporary shelters, kitchen kits, 

tools, batteries and flash lights, etc.). Rains 

destroyed 1,360 kms of road, affected 17,640 

hectares of crops and destroyed 2,305 hectares.  

OCHA has granted $2.2 million from the CERF to 

respond to this emergency. 

Source: National Institute of Civil Defense. 

 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY  

MEXICO: Mexican authorities launched an 

environmental contingency plan in response to 

the Popocatépetl Volcano’s continued ash 

emission. Authorities distributed some 483,000 

mouth masks.  Other actions include lectures on 

preventive measures in case continued volcanic 

activity. The Popocatépetl volcano intensified 

activity in April. 

Source: Secretariat of Public Security via El Informador-MX. 

 

HEALTH - OUTBREAKS 

GUATEMALA - DENGUE: At least 733 suspect 

cases of dengue were reported during 2012, of 

which 100 were confirmed. Sixty percent were 

hemorrhagic dengue.  Authorities fear a possible 

increase of cases with the arrival of the rainy 

season  

Source: Comprehensive Health Care System (SIAS) vía Siglo 

XXI. 


